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THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT ACTION NEW DELHI 
ON JULY 5,1974 FROM CALCUTTA IS REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO 

QUOTE 

CALCUTTA 1378 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CASC, IN 
SUB J : HARCOS/FLETCHER 

1. CONSUL BALL VISITED HARCOS AND FLETCHER, AS SCHEDULED, 

JULY 4TH AFTERNOON. THEY BOTH APPEARED WELL AND CONSIDERABLY 
MORE RELAXED AND CHIPPER THAN THEY HAD DURINGJULY 2 MEETING. 

THEY AGREED TO LET BALL KNOW BEFORE THEY EMBARKED ON ANY FURTHER 
PROTEST ACTION, E.G., REFUSING THE NASAL FORCE-FEEDING. BALL 
SUPPLIED THEM WITH SOME NEW BOOKS, MAGAZINES, AND CIGARETTES. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING IS SATURDAY, JULY 6. 

2. 1 SPOKE BRIEFLY WITH CHIEF MINISTER RAY AT JULY 4TH 
RECEPTION AND TOLD HIM OF BHOSE'S LEGAL OPINION ON BAIL 
(CALCUTTA 1366). I ASKED WHETHER BASIS OF COMPLAINT COULD 
BE SHIFTED AWAY FROM SECTION 3 OF OFFICIAL SECRET'S ACT. 

RAY REPLIED THAT BAIL WAS OFTEN GRANTED IN FACE OF POSSIBLE 
LENGTHY SENTENCE AND REITERATED HIS DESIRE THAT DEFENSE 
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RIDE LEGAL PROBLEMS). HE ALSO ASKED THAT I SEE THE CALCUTTA 
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE HOUSE-ARREST 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH HIM. 

3. LATER ON JULY 4 DEFENSE LAWYER BHOSE CALLED AT MY HOUSE AT 
MY REQUEST. AGAIN WITHOUT REVEALING MY SOURCES I SAID I HAD 
STRONG INDICATIONS THAT PROSECUTION WOULD NOT OBJECT 
AND URGED HIM TO SEEK QUALIFIED BAIL. HE SAID COURT WOULD REQUIRE 
SOME INDICATION OF CHANGE OF SITUATION SINCE IT HAD REFUSED 
BAIL BEFORE. I TOLD HIM TO LEAVE THAT UP TO PROSECUTION. 

BHOSE BELIEVES ONLY HIGH COURT (JUSTICE TALUKDAR) CAN PASS ON 
THIS IF IT IS TO BE PASSED BEFORE RECORDS ARE SENT TO CITY 
SESSIONS COURT. I URGED HIM TO DISCUSS IT WITH JUSTICE 
TALUKDAR WITHOUT DELAY AND HE AGREED. HE RECALLED THAT EARLIER 
SUGGESTED SITE FOR BAIL WAS SALVATION ARMY HOTEL, AND HE 
INTENDED TO ASK AGAIN FOR THAT. 

4. 1 CALLED ON POLICE COMMISSIONER CHAUDHURI JULY 5 
MORNING. HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED BY CHIEF MINISTER. HE SAID THAT 
ONCE IT WAS CLEAR THAT DEFENSE WAS READY TO MOVE FOR QUALIFIED 
BAIL HE WOULD INSTRUCT SPECIAL BRANCH TO POSE NO OBJECTION. 

IN DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE SITES. I MENTIONED DEFENSE’S PLANS 
TO SUGGEST SALVATION ARMY HOTEL. COMMISSIONER SAID "THAT WOULD 
NVW DO," BUT THAT A FLAT WOULD BE SUITABLE. HOTEL OBJECTIONA- 
BLE BECAUSE OF DIFFICULTY OF SURVEILLANCE PLUS DANGER OF 
ACCUSED BECOMING PUBLIC SPECTACALE. HE ASKED THAT I INFORM 
BHOSE. 

5. COMMENT: THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE HOUSE ARREST SITE 
BE A FLAT MAY POSE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS, BUT THAT IS FOR DEFENSE 
TO EXPLORE. MORE IMPORT ANLY, NOTE THAT CHIEF MINISTER DID 
NOT RPT NOT PICK UP IDEA OF SHIFTING BASIS OF COMPLAINT. 

CONTINUING EFFORT ON THIS IN DELHI AND/OR WASHINGTON 
FRONT APPEARS NECESSARY. 

PICKERING UNQUOTE SCHNEIDER 
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